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Thef Dalits of West Bengal — Their Literature and
Religio-Political Movements in the Twentieth and
Twenty First Centuries:

A General Introduction

Speaking _about lhr.: Dalits of West Bengal and their socio-economical as well as
cultural history during the twentieth and twent

s / durin y first centuries necessarily involves a
critical and inquisitive /

sl : look into both the etymological and socio-political
s.|grluﬁcatwn of (h_c term Dalir utsell. Etymologically |hf term Dalit secmps -
t_]enved from classical Sanskrit where it meant the hroken or the seatered. However,
‘f e look back to history, we shall see that the term Dalit actually worked as a
signifier for those people who belonged to the lowest stratum of the Hindu caste
hierarchy, and were as such the Aganya or the Panchama beneath the four fold caste
system or Farna in a traditionalist Hindu society.

In West Bengal the Dalirs chiefly include the scheduled caste people among
whom the N, dras and the Rajbanshis hold the highest population. However, we
should make it clear that the term Dalit does nol owe its coinage to West Bengal, As a
socio-economical signifier the term was invigorated by Jyotirao Phule (1827-1890), a
nineteenth century Pune-based social activist in respect of the downtrodden mass, mostly
consisting of the untouchables. Politically the term Dalit was made popular by Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar (1891-1956), himself a Dalir, in the 1940s. Dr. Ambedkar’s primary objective
was 10 get the untouchables united and to define a pan-Indian character for them. Hence,
the term Dalit came 1o replace existing terms like the Aganya, the Panchama or the
Anryvaja.

Here we should remember that Mahaima Gandhi (1869-1948) had already
introduced the term Harijans in respect of the Anfyaja or the untouchables in the 1930s.
However, this term was later criticized by a group of social as well as _politica! thinkers
who thought that the implication of the term Harijan was essentially :_:Iue or upper class
in nature. They preferred in contrast, the use of the term Dalit which would directly
expose oppression and the socio-economic deprivation that the people belonging to this
community suffered from. Thus, it was but natural l_hal popu_lar response Iwenl in favour
of the more polemical interpretations given by social activists like Jyotirao Phule and

B.R. Ambedkar.
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Krishna Chandra Bhattacharyya’s N,
Vedantism: A New Wave of Intellecru;ﬂiSm i
Mid-Twentieth Century Benga] n

ABHISEK BHATTACHARYA

Abstract: One of the central issues of Indian philosophy res upon
the question of a true level of being. It received vivacity in Bengy|
in the second half of the nineteenth century after Raja Rammohyy,
Roy preached his famous Brahmo doctrines. However, Bengal was 1
witness a more critical adjudication of the issue in the mid-twenrieth
century following Krishna Chandra Bhattacharyyas philosophy of
Transcendentalism based on the typically Neo-Vedansist concepes of
Freedom and the Absolute. What seems to be even more interesting is
that K.C. Bhattacharyyas philosophy remained confined not within the
limits of the academy, but influenced contemporary speculations in art
and literature as a major intellectual impetus. The present article seeks
to study the new wave of a sort of inclusive intellectualism in twentieth
century Bengal, which owed much of its theoretical foundation o the
philosophy of K.C. Bhattacharyya, who introduced a new dimension
the debare centering upon the issue of a problemaric spiritualism in the

rwentieth century.
Keywords: Philosophy, intellectualism, Neo-Vedanta, Freedom, the
Absolute, twentieth century, Bengal
The Shifting Backdrops: Debates on the Question of a True Level
of Being

The quest for any true level of being remains one of the most Cruc,ial
issues in Indian philosophy. It has, through ages, given rise t© infinite
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An Anti-Establishment Discourge
the Use of Pseudonym by D ang,,

o ebj
iter of Post-Partition Bengg] Rﬂy,

What's in a Name: A
Metathesis of Caste in
an Undercaste Wr

Rianka Banerjee

Abstract

The roots of caste hierarchy in a traditionalist Hindu society can be traceq il -

“Purush Sukta’ of the Rig Veda. In the subsequent ages Manu, an ardent SUPportr
caste system codified it in his Manu-Smriti and even went 0 far as to declare ﬂmh"
Shudra is unfit to receive education. The upper varnas should not impart ed\lcaﬁm‘
give advice to a Shudra. It is not necesslary that_the Shudra should know the Taws
codes and hence need mnot be taught.”" Education or scholarly knowledge, the meg
powerful means of social mobility, was refused to people below the four-fold yan,
system. Generations of Dalits for ages have continued to endure this injustice until they
came to understand their slavery and the need to protest, following the thoughts of
Babasaheb Ambedkar. This anguish of the Dalits is the progenitor of Dalit literatir,
However, one is forced to question: Was there no member from Dalif community wrifing
before the Ambedkarite consciousness made its presence felt? Was there no voiee of
protest against reserving the literary empire solely for the elite class? The paper seekste
answer the questions limiting itself within the socio- political boundary of post- paritia
Bengal, focusing primarily on the Hungry Movement, and one of its under-casts leadess
Debi Roy.
Keywords: caste, dalit, Ambedkar, post- partition, Bengal

_ Savarma (the upper caste) critics assert that the parameters of crliquing Dl
literature should not offer any distinction from those of evaluating mainstream litera®a®: |
They want the readers to discount every notion of sympathy while assessing the fite2? |
merit of the work of a Dalit writer. But Dalit writers reject this point of vie- 12 4
Eli"iil:j:l:l that conventional criticism cannot properly evaluate this body of il by
Da"mnwyl;eufhereas the savarna critics wish to consider the literature P Wil
e Judged solely on the scale used by mainstream authors, the g
marked b € a canon reserved for them based on caste. This reserved canon

€d by “explosive rejection and piercing revolt, occasioned by
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The Partition of Bengal in 1947: A Close
Look into the History of Communal Riots
and Refugee Exodus

Taran KumMar Das

Abstract: The following paper is based on the theme of the influx of
East Bengali refugees to West Bengal between the years 1947 and 1951.
The forced migration started when the British India was divided into
two nation-states — India and Pakistan in 1947. The Partition of India
was followed by large number of migrations from East Bengal (present
Bangladesh) to West Bengal (in India). Now the questions arise why
the East Bengali migrants chose West Bengal as their safe destination?
Did they find a new home? Are the Bengali Hindus still striated as East
Bengalis and West Bengalis? Were the local people sympathetic towards
the East Bengali migrants? The paper proposes to search possible answer
to these questions. The present article will also highlight the role played
by Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee in connection with the rehabilitation of
the East Bengali refugees in West Bengal.

Keywords: partition, refugee, hindu mahasabha, forced migration,
homeland, riot, rehabilitation, Syama Prasad Mookerjee.

India emerged as an independent country on 15" August, 1947 and
the country became free from the bondage of British imperialism.
But the country was divided into two separate dominions—India and
Pakistan. In this perspective, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad remarked that
‘the real test of the people’s attitude towards the partition of the country
came on 14™ August 1947 when Independent Pakistan was formed. If
the people of India had willingly accepted partition, surely the Hindus
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ABSTRACT

This research paper is based on the secularism concept in India that attained its objective. The
English term “secular” comes from the Latin word “saeculam”, which meant a generation,or an age, or
the spirit of an age that could signify the span of a century. Status of secularism inthe Indian Constitution
after the 42nd Amendment has been hugely contested. As a fundamentalprinciple of the Indian
constitution, secularism is reflected in article 25-26, 29-30 probably theestablishment of a theoretic state.
Secularism as a concept an idea is contested to the terrain andstarted from what might be minimalist and
possibly the least controversial norm, that a state andit's institutions must enable equal opportunities.
Constitution does not use the word secularism inany of its provisions are inspired by the concept of
secularism. Promotion of Secular, Modern.and Scientific Outlook. Before the arrival of the colonialists,
there were no educationalinstitutions in India only Brahmins were considered qualified for higher
education that too in ancient texts. A secular state is one which recognises every citizen as equal and does
notrecognise any social or religious groups. But practically, in secularism, there is also tolerance ofall
religions with special emphasis on the protection of minorities and preservation of communal harmony.
India is assumed as a nation in the theoretical phase whereas tensions of all kinds aremaking around.
During its long development, the term “secularisation” has ofien served thepartisans of controversy and
has constantly taken on new meanings without completely losingold ones

Keyword: secularism, indian constitution, réligion, modémn, fundamental principle

< INTRODUCTION

The concept of secularism is generally allied with modernity. This came as part of the social
revolutions of the eighteenth century in the West. The revolutions altered the conventional knowledge
system in society and brought forth a new school of thought. In modernity, the idea of secularism
maintains that knowledge should be derived from the human capacity for a reason rather than from the
sermons of the prophets or from a holy text. Moreover in that way secularism proposes the world is
governed by natural processes and mechanical laws rather than it is an embodiment of a divine design.
The concept of secularism in its purity is best practised not as a state of affairs: but as a value, a structural
dimension, which is necessary to be exercised by and for humankind. Secularism fundamentally exerts
that the functions of the political system should be based on human prudence and reiason rather than be
dictated by the clergies. Hence, secularism often is related to or equated with similar philosophies.
including humanism, naturalism, and the separation of state and religion. The process of secularisation
affects a society” ssocio-political-cultural life and its development. Globally, many of the societies have
undergone a process of seculansation, particularly when in its engagement with modernity. By and large,
this essay does not intend to provide a clear indication about the future of secularism or Indian
secularism. What it highlights is that the tensions confronting the theory of secularism in the wake of
post-sccular debates, religious fundamentalism and militancy, and the efforts it makes to cope with it. The
discrimination of one community or its members by another community or its members on account of
their religious identity are the instances of religious persecution and they reflect inter-religious
domination. Secularism is the first and foremost doctrine that opposes all such forms ol inter-religious
domination. Separation, loss, and sufferings are endemic to the human condition. while a large part of our
sutfering is man-made and hence eliminable, at least some of our sulfering is not man-made. Religion,
art, and philosophy are responses to such sulferings. Secularism too accepts this and therefore it is not
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anti-religious. Religion has its own share of some deep-rooted problems. In religions such as Hinduism,
some sections have been persistently discriminated. For example- Dalits have been barred from entering
Hindu temples. In some part. Hindu women cannot enter temples. When religion is organized. it is
frequently taken over by its most conservative faction, which does not tolerate any dissent. Religious
fundamentalism in parts of the US has become a big problem and endangers peace both within the
country and outside. Many religions are fragmented into sects, which leads to frequent sectarian violence
and persecution of dissenting minoritics. This religious domination is known as inter-religious
domination. As Secularism is opposed to all forms of institutionalized religious domination, it challenges
not merely inter-religious domination but intra-religious dominations. It (Secularism) promotes freedom
within religions and promotes equality between, as well as within religions.

The idea of Indian secularismindia is known for its tolerance, save the internal casteist intolerances
towards its neighbors for centuries. India has a historical legacy of secularism before the
adventofimodernity, take instances of the reigns of Asoka. Akbar, Samorine et al. and further. it was a
dominant attitude during India" s freedom movements in the early twentieth century. It was this
philosophy that was adopted by the framers of the Constitution to facilitate social inclusion for the long
run of Indian democracy given its extreme diversity. However, in the post-colonial period that legacy
being constantly threatened by the vote bank politics of various political parties.The idea of | Indian
secularism"  when considered is something quite different from the Western meaning of secularism
which is the separation of church and the State. Generally, secularism meant neutrality or impartiality
with regard to religions, but the Indian version 1s associated with tolerance of all rehgions™ and has
facilitated to secure special treatment 10 marginalized minority groups, in view with backwardness,
historically. Several features of the Indian model are striking and are relevant for a wider discussion.
Basically. multiple religions are part of its foundation concept. Indian secularism is inseparably tied to the
religious diversity it holds. The commitment to values like liberty. equality. peace. and tolerance between
communities, which is interpreted broadly to cover the relative autonomy of religious communities and
the equality of their status in society. According to the fundamental rights of the Indian constitution, it has
a place not only lor the nght of individuals to profess their religious beliefs but also of the communities 1o
establish and maintain educational institutions based on religion, which is crucial for the survival and
sustenance of their distinctive religious traditions. The acceptance of community-specific rights is another
feature of Indian secularism. This comes from multi-religious society: it 15 concerned as much with
interreligious domianation as it is with intra-religious domination, Indian secularism, according to Rajeev
Bhargava, does not erect a strict wall of separation between State and religion. But it proposes a
oprincipled distance” between these two. Moreover, by balancing theclaims of individuals and religious
communities. it never intended an insistence of privatization of religion (Bhargava 2006: 20-29). By and
large, the principle of secularism as mentioned in the Indian constitution carries the assurance that
everyone has the freedom to practice their religion. Article 25 of the Constitutionprovidesthis. Here it is
unnecessary to proclaim secularism to grant religious freedom. This freedom can emerge from. and form
a part of the FundamentalRights that are assured to every citizen. The principle of Indian secularism goes
further and establishes equality between all religious groups. Dr S Radhakrishnan describes this:—

""We hold that no one religion should be given preferential status or unique distinction. that no
religion should be accorded special privileges in national life. or international relations for that would be a
violation of basic principles of democracy and contrary to the best interest of religion and government...
no group of citizens shall arrogate (o itself rights and privileges which it denies to others. No person shall
suffer any form of disability or discrimination because of his religion but all like should be free to share to
the tullest degree in the common life’” (Radhakrishan 1956 184).

The freedom of religion does not necessarily need secularism to support it, equality of religions
can be established via the fundamental rights of equality, Article 14. However, if it was to discontinue
this. secularism would be rendered unnecessary. Secularism transcends beyond equality and freedom to
declare that the State is not aligned to any particular religion. It is this meticulous loyalty that institutes
the credentials of a secular State. Unless secularism, promises that the State would neither align itself
with any particular religion, principally majority religion. nor pursue any religious identities of its own
quality of all religions, and the distancing of the State from all religious groups. was specifically expected
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to guarantee the minorities that they have a legitimate position in the country, and that they would not be
discriminated on the basis any of their identities. Theoretically, secularism established that the majority
group would not be privileged in any manner. Consequently, the doctrines of a beliel” system discouraged
any pretension that the majority of religion has any right (o stamp the body politic with itsethos.During
the rise of demands for religious identity. Jawaharlal Nehru in 1951 declared that a secular State is one in
which the State protect all religions, but does not favor one at the expense of others and does not itsell
adopt any religion as the Stite religion(Chandhoke 1999). According to Nehru, the concept of secularism
that emerged in India possess three substantial components. Firstly the State will not attach itself to any
one religion, which will thereby establish itsell as the State religion. Secondly. all citizens are granted
freedom of religious belief. Finally. the State will ensure equality among religious groups by ensuring that
one group is not favored at the expense of the other. Correspondingly, the minorities will not be
discriminated against anyway Nehru explained his notion of sccularism clear on various occasions.
secularism does not mean a State where religion as such is discouraged. Moreover. it provides freedom of
religion and conscience, including freedom for those who may have no religion. Nehru has never
considered the word secular opposed to religion and perhaps did not it difficult to theas good word
secular®. Nehru expressed that, (generally).

“.some people think that secularism means something opposed to religion. However, that obviously is
not correct.” According to Nehru, “Indian secularism means is that it 1s a State which honors all faiths
equally and gives them equal opportunities: that is as a State it does not allow itself to be attached to one
faith or religion, which then becomes the State religion™

In the definition of T.N Madan. a critic of secularism here. also concurs with the idea of Indian
secularism with arguments of Bhargava. The secularism as political ideology and practice obviously does
not stand for the separation of religion/church and the State in India. but rather for a non-discriminatory
State, which 1s constrained to treat its citizens in certain contexts (where religious beliets and/or identities
are at stake) differentially rather than uniformly (Madan 201 1: 5)

The ctisis of Indian secularism,,

Indian secularism™ has been a unique concept also tainted on several occasions. Since India is an
extremely diverse country, innumerable minority communities exist with peculiar social/religious. caste.
cultural and linguistic identities, the State has failed in several points to fulfill the principles of its
constitution. In the post-Nehruvian era. it has seen a stalemate of Indian secularism since India has
wilnessed several communal and casteist violence even India declared as a secular State. for eg. Sikh
pogroms (1984), Babri Masjid demolition(1992), Gujarat violence (2002).Indian National Congress
(INC) had fallen short in the post-Nehru era with secular credentials, while the party had overtly engaged
with the communal means towards its political ends. Moreover INC"s political hegemony as constant
power swears in Union since India"s independence. which ended a national emergency in 1975 and
witnessed the emergence of communal political outfits throughout the country. While INC has still not
been able to establish that its leaders were not involved in the 1984 pogroms against the Sikh community
despite ample proof to the contrary (Chandhoke 1999: 2-29), Shah Bano case. the Muslim women"s
search for justice over personal laws are also cases of the fallacy of INC.The 1992 Baban Masjid
demolition is also a deep blemish to India“s secular credentials, INC ineffectively reacted to the dispute
even it had power in Centre during the demolition. Aggressive cultural nationalism is undesirable it is
exclusive, it excludes people who do not belong to majority Hindu culture. On the otherhand. minorities
have organized themselves under the umbrella of religious leaders. The polarisation of communities has
resulted in a retreat from a common civic space, which at one point of time was painstakingly constructed
by the leaders of the freedom struggle.The rising Hindu fundamentalist movement has not only targeted
the minority Muslim community but also Christians as the enemy within the nation (Jaffrelot 2007: 98-
28). The accelerated ascendance of the Hindu Right since the 1980s presents one of the central
conundrums of contemporary Indian history and politics. The torged assertions of Hindu nationalism for
majoritarian, authoritarian. militaristic. and exclusionary India are fairly evident. yet it continues to make
dangerous advances in vast segments of Indian society (Kumar 2008: xiii). Several studies have noted
that the Hindu nationalism gains a great deal of its staying power and effectiveness by speaking
simultaneously in several languages (TapanBasu et.al 1993: 2). Hindu nationalists converse on the one
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hand language of democracy and authoritarianism. secularism and religious intolerance. and a divisive
cultural nationalism on the other. The extremely contentious vision of India as a homogenous Hindu
Rashtra (nation), an attempt to make a society is monolithic. that is congruous with upper caste Hindu
beliefs and practices are central agenda of Hindu nationalists. The notion of Hindutva-literally
~Hinduness,"more,in particular, Hindu rule or Hindu nation puts, in a nutshell. thecoercive and
majontarian manifesto of the SanghParivar, the | Sangh (RashtrivaSwayamSevakSangh) family" of right-
wing political, cultural, and religious organizations that comprise the Hindu Right (Kumar 2008: xiv).
Innumerable cases of communal violence have pointed to the role of this right-wing group. including the
anti-Christian violence in Orissa in 2008 August. The reports of communal tensions in Indiahave been
ascending, thus modernity and its values such as Indian secularism are being constantly challenged. The
dangerous moves by the INC governments of Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi in 1970s and in 980s. as
playing Hindu communal cards have several times created a rippleeffect.especially among the majority
community.In the Indian context, the term pseudo-secularism is used to pejoratively describe policies
considered to involve minority appeasement. Mridula Mukherjee has described it as "a term propounded
by the ideologues of Hindu nationalism to delegitimize and deny the genuineness of secularism. The
subtext is that secularism is only a veneer put on to hide alleged policies of minority appeasement. The
proponents of the term allege the secularists of being pro-Muslim and anti-Hindu. The very foundations
of the accusations of minority appeasement are debated. as they are used to polarize the majority of Hindu
votes. The Hindus form the majority religious community in India: the term "pseudo-secular” implies that

those who claim to be secular are aclua]li not so, but are anti-Hindu or iro-rninorilv.

It will be seen that the secularism has lost its philosophical appeal and the new so-called secular
leaders who have emerged on the scene during and after the Babri Masjid episode, are more concerned
about their vote-banks rather than the secularism of a lofty political philosophy. Their commitment is
neither to secularism, much less to minorities. They only use secularism and champion the cause of
minorities to seek their votes. No wonder the quality of our democratic polity is at stake.Sometimes.
Indian secularism is also criticized for being Anti-religious, but that 1s actually not true, as it is against
institutionalized religious domination. It is also said that it promotes Minoritism, but it only advocates
minority rights as long as those rights protect their fundamental interests. It is also criticized for being
Interventionist, which means that secularism is coercive and it interferes excessively with the religious
freedom of communities.But again, this is misread because Indian secularism permits state-supported
religious reforms. Personal laws can be reformed in such a way that they continue to exemplify both
minority’s rights and equality between men and women. But such reform should neither be brought about
by state or group coercion nor should the state adopt a policy of total distance from it. The state must act
as a facilitator by supporting liberal and democratic voices within every religion.It was also criticized as
an Impossible project by other nations, but India claimed this false. In fact, migration is increasing due to
globalization and it is creating a situation where Indian model is very much desired. Europe. America,
and some parts of the Middle East are beginning to resemble India in the diversity of cultures and
religions which are present in their societies. These societies are watching the future of the Indian
experiment with keen interest as a solution for their society.
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Abstract: Normally decentralization, democr
the correlated conceprs . The problems of g
or minimized through effective implemen
Effectiveness of the institutions further depends on the role played by
the actors in institutions. In this article we shall try to understand ¢h,
effectiveness of the decentralized institutions of the district of Purulia,
the role of the Left Front Government as an actor in institutions and he
problem of governance with special reference to the Maojst Violence i
the district. Maoist violence in some of the districts of West Bengal Jike
Purulia, Paschim Medinipur and Bankura posed great challenges before
the government of West Bengal. Several incidents of Maojst violence
occurred in these districts resulting in an increase of loss of life, property,
loss of mandate etc. This study focuses on the ill implementation of
governance strategics of the Left Front Government and its negative
impact on the decentralization experiments at the rural level with special
reference to the district of Purulia in West Bengal. We have tried to
examine all the issues of Maoist violence, problems of decentralization
within the analytical framework of neo institutionalism.
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Introduction

f}-(;mtrnancc is the application of I
echnology (ICT) to the processes of government funcioning for good
smermance. In other words, e-governance i the public sector’s use of
F"fn‘wmorm(;m and Communication Technologies with the aim o improve
decisi ion and service delivery, encourage citizen participation in
ion-making and make government MOre accountable, transparent
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